English Festival 2017 Selections

Students wishing to attend the 2017 English Festival must read six out of the seven selected titles
including The Night Gardener

as Jonathan Auxier will be our guest author. See your English
teacher or librarian for details.



The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier (REQUIRED)
The Night
 Gardener follows two abandoned Irish siblings who travel to work as servants at
a creepy, crumbling English manor house. But the house and its family are not quite what
they seem. Soon the children are confronted by a mysterious spectre and an ancient curse
that threatens their very lives. With Auxier’s exquisite command of language, The Night
Gardener is a mesmerizing read and a classic in the making.

Crossover by Kwame Alexander
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING.
Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old
Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast
and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and
Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules
comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the
entire family.

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper
From award-winning author Sharon Draper comes Out of My Mind, the story of a brilliant girl
who cannot speak or write. “If there is one book teens and parents (and everyone else) should
read this year, Out of My Mind should be it” (Denver Post). Melody is not like most people.
She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can remember every detail
of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to
diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom—the very same
classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot tell them otherwise.
But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she’s determined to let everyone
know it…somehow.

Amulet: The Stonekeeper by Kazu K
 ibuishi

Graphic novel star Kazu Kibuishi creates a world of terrible, man-eating demons, a mechanical
rabbit, a talking fox, a giant robot---and two ordinary children on a mission. After the tragic
death of their father, Emily and Navin move with their mother to the home of her deceased
great-grandfather, but the strange house proves to be dangerous. Before long, a sinister creature
lures the kids' mom through a door in the basement. Em and Navin, desperate not to lose her,
follow her into an underground world inhabited by demons, robots, and talking animals.
Eventually, they enlist the help of a small mechanical rabbit named Miskit. Together with
Miskit, they face the most
terrifying monster of all, and Em finally has the chance to save someone she loves.



Jackaby by William Ritter
Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail Rook
meets R. F. Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained with a keen eye for the
extraordinary--including the ability to see supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing
ordinary but important details, which makes her perfect for the position of Jackaby’s assistant.
On her first day, Abigail finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case: A serial killer is on the
loose. The police are convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul deeds
are the work of the kind of creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the
exception of a handsome young detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to deny.

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating
sections, about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya,
is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the
pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover
the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay.
Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions
and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an
astonishing and moving way.

Patient Zero: Solving the Mysteries of Deadly Epidemics by Marilee Peters
Engrossing true stories of the pioneers of epidemiology who risked their lives to find the source
of deadly diseases. Throughout history, more people have died in disease epidemics than in
wars or other disasters. The courageous, trail-blazing defenders against these diseases faced a
terrifying personal gamble. Often they were ignored, laughed at, or even fired from their jobs.
But they kept hunting for answers, putting the pieces of the epidemic puzzle together. As they
looked for clues to the origin of a disease, scientists searched for the unknown “patient
zero”—the first person to have contracted it. Patient Zero brilliantly brings to life the main
characters and events to tell the gripping tale of how each of seven diseases spread. The result
is spine-chilling as Peters follows the scientists who solved the intricate mystery of the killer
epidemics. Patient Zero reminds us that millions of people owe their
lives to the work of these pioneer epidemiologists, work that continues to this day.

